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TO: TGKT LDXZ FO3 IIEF9 A. XISSIXGEJ1 

The i&pcrt of the  coup i n  L i b p  will be c learer  i n  another 24-48 hours, 

Following i s  t o  give yo3 the  &st bJashington appraisal. as of the er,d of 

the day (1.:ozda3-) . 
A group or" yomg r i l i t a r y  of f icers  h s  staged a coup, proclaimd ths 

"Arab Republic of Libya1! snd s e t  up a Revoltltionary Co-d Comcil. Tho 

heed of tht coulci l  i s  t h e  oaly ir-clividual pu'olicly namd s o  fcr ns assccisted 

with the C C E ~ .  Ee 5s E? 34-yes-old fomor  of f icer  who bas appzen t ly  been 

brought out of "ret i re;~eat ,"  C o l o ~ e l  Satad al-Din AbMnwwqmib, He received 

h i s  basic Uitw- educaticn i n  the UJA Cadet College but has s i r c e  cittendecl 

US d l i t r r y  schools, including Comz~d  and ~eneral Staf f  Officer Course i n  

1961+-65. H i s  b io  in i n t e l l i ~ e n c e  f i l e s  describes as pro-E, b.~% of courGe 

- - - co one should l e a .  t c o  heavily on tha t  description in present ~ i r ~ ~ i s t u n c e s .  

The best we tau s n j  aboat the political. conplexion of the c e w  g o v e r m ~ n t  
\ 

withozt kcowing nore aboub i t s  co~~pos i t ion  is t h a t  its very 

fex initial prono~rncemnta show sons moderation, For instance, representetilres 

of the  coup group have assured our charge t h a t  tho coup was directed at t he  

r e m v a l  of i n t e r r a l  corruptior-of which there has been an i n c r c a s i ~ g  &omt 
\ 

recently-ar?d not a t  any foreign group, east or  west. The new g o v e m n t  bas 
.. 

proxised t o  protect foreign in teres ts ,  Lr,blding o i l  ccqxmies. The fi&-point 

s t a t e ran t  proclaiming the new govement  said the  re* would be socicilist, 
T 

wculd see!< s o l i d m i t y  IS? u i t h  the W d  world =d would be based on the  Korean, -. 
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By current Arab standards, tMs  is a mild s ta temat ,  especially since it , 

on i t s  the vigorous statenents on purs- the s t r q a e  for Palestine tha t  

one would expect of my more radical 'go-q. 
/ 

During tho day, wo have watched for signs of counter-action by forces 

see7dng to rally behind the nomrchy. Tiora so far ss we can t e l l  

have ~ a t e r i d i c e d ~  The KLng biraelf, 10, is in Ttrkey* The Gro~nl F'rinco 

a p p r e n t l y  ~ ~ e r i t  on the air ,  renoucced his prerogatives 6s viceroy a d  urged 

support of tno Revolutio~my Cozzw3 Co~~$cfl~ Elc-nts of the police and 

military vhlch we' thowht might have resisted have one by one been reported 

as supporting the c o ~ i ,  The t s j o r  e lewnt  not heard f'roa is a largo group 

of civilian p o l i t i c i ~ m  who oved t n e j r  bread and butter t o  the monarchy, 

We ZB%X m y  learn Rore of how the poli t ic ians have split when the coli;positfon 

of any new cabinet becorns apparent, but in arq case rcsista.nco now wouild 

seem t o  depo~d on support frox within the -,- and possibilitiee 

far t h s t  have narrowed. 

Since Americas do not see& to bo in danger, the @ contingencies we 

have t o  aboiit involve Wheelus Easo. The RopiL Libyen A i r  Force is based 

there and depends entirely oa US l o z i s t i c d ,  support. If there were any 

counter-coup, we would have t o  consider how t o  reect t o  and A i r  Force request 

for  port. We mieht also have t o  hzndle requests f& asy lu~  s t  the base. 

Bnd FjventuaUy, the chronic pressures for us to give up the  h s e  m y  reassert . 
themelves, Eons of these seem to be upon w tcnight, so  I s&bx w i l l .  not 

W e  up rour t h e  diocusohg then. In 3hort, we uant t o  keep Uheelus insulated 

fron this to the  mxlncn exftcnt possible, 
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